* The Propitious Pagoda *
chamber were also placed the numerous figures and
statuettes. But there was to be a sequel not altogether
so agreeable. Narathihapate took off the jewellery he
was wearing and placed it among the objects in the
chamber. He then caused word to be passed round that
he expected all members of the court to do the same.
There was some consternation for several ladies had
been foolish enough to wear their best jewels.

The day ended with a grand entertainment at the
palace, which was illuminated, as was the covered way
and the pagoda. Countless oil lamps and candles in
shades of coloured paper were lighted. Viewed from
the tower, it was an enchanting scene. The night was
moonless, scented and mild. At every window, on
every ledge of the palace the lights showed, picking out
the shape of the great building. The tall central roof
seemed to float among the stars; the covered way, like
a burning finger, pointed out to the new pagoda. After-
wards people remembered that it was the last gala night
ever held at Pagan.
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